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The Australasian Digital Recordkeeping Initiative (ADRI) was established by the Council of Australasian Archives and Records Authorities (CAARA) in 2004 as a formal collaboration of the ten government archives and records authorities in Australia and New Zealand. 

Australia and New Zealand lead global collaboration on software requirements 


ADRI members have played a leading role in the development by the International Council on Archives (ICA) of its Principles and Functional Requirements for Records in Electronic Office Environments. The National Archives of Australia (NAA) initiated and led this 11-nation project to develop globally harmonised guidelines and requirements for software products used to make and manage records. CAARA endorsed the suite of online publications that were developed by this project, which was co-sponsored by both the ICA and ADRI. The National Archives of Australia together with ADRI members Archives New Zealand and Queensland State Archives were responsible for producing much of the content of the ICA publications. The publications were officially launched by ICA President, Mr Lorenz Mikoletzky, at the 16th International Congress on Archives in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 24 July.

ADRI is particularly excited about the guidelines for managing records in business systems, which it feels is the way of the future. The exposure drafts generated significant interest from software vendors, consultants and archivists around the world, whose comments have been incorporated into the final publications. This collaboration promises significant benefits to the software industry, with an agreed set of requirements eliminating the confusion caused by varying jurisdictional standards.

Ultimately, this initiative is all about helping governments and other organisations to better manage their information assets in an era of rapidly evolving information and communications technology. 

The dangers of digital rights management technology

ADRI researched and prepared a statement endorsed by CAARA which draws attention to issues associated with the application of digital rights management (DRM) technology to public records. DRM provides a technological approach to copyright protection for digital content, using software that allows creators/providers to control what happens to documents and messages after they are sent.  DRM can regulate the types of actions that can occur with information (for example, view, print, copy or modify) and the time frame in which that information remains accessible. CAARA members recognise that the use of DRM technology may impair the ability of governments in Australia and New Zealand to capture full and adequate records ensuring the preservation of and access to government business, decisions and communications. 

CAARA supports copyright owners protecting their intellectual property.  However, legitimate copyright interests have to be balanced against the legislative requirements for governments to manage and preserve the evidence of their decisions and activities. The use of digital rights management technologies must not endanger the integrity of government-held information, or the confidentiality and protection of personal information, by permitting information to enter or leave government systems, or be amended while within them, without prior government awareness and explicit permission.

International consensus on protocols for the exchange of digital records
ADRI member, the Public Record Office Victoria, has played a major role in another international collaboration - a project conducted by the United Nations and the Centre for European Normalisation (CEN) to develop a standard for the exchange of digital records between organisations. This UN/CEN standard defines a standard information package and simple transfer process for moving records from creating agencies to archives, together with standardised metadata. The 2008 UN/CEN standard draws upon and complements the ADRI Digital Records Export Standard (2007).

Each of the three new products discussed above can be found on the Web at: http://www.adri.gov.au/content.asp?cID=3 
Works in progress

ADRI is currently progressing a number of other projects, including the development of:

· generic business cases for digital recordkeeping;

· training modules on digital recordkeeping and virtual archiving;

· generic specifications for digital archive hardware and software functionality;

· guidelines for managing digital recordkeeping metadata in archival systems; and
· a standardised recordkeeping metadata element set consistent with ISO 23081 - Metadata for Records (joint project with Standards Australia).

More information on these projects can be found on the ADRI website (www.adri.gov.au or www.adri.govt.nz). Media enquiries please contact Adrian Cunningham on 02 6212-3988.
PAGE  
2

